October 2018
Be prepared for winter this year by
getting some of those last minute
home improvement projects done. If
you have a lot of projects or just a
couple large projects, a Home Equity
Line of Credit is a great way to help
pay for some of those projects.
Simply
apply
online
at
www.mnvalleyfcu.coop/applications
or give us a call at 507-387-3055!
* APR= Annual Percentage Rate. 2.99% variable APR for terms up to 180 months. 2.99% APR is in effect for first 12 months on new Home Equity Line of Credits
with LTV < 70%. LTV 71%-80% = 2.99%, LTV 81%-90% = 3.49%, LTV 91%-95% = 4.24%. After 12 months the normally indexed rate of 4.50% APR will apply. The rate
is a variable rate and the maximum rate that may apply is 15.00% APR. Offer only applicable for new and refinanced Home Equity Lines of Credit. In most cases,
MVFCU will pay closing costs up to $450 if standard conditions are met. Certain restrictions may apply. Appraisal fee not included in closing cost estimates. Early
termination occurs when loan is satisfied. If early termination occurs, any closing costs paid by MVFCU must be repaid by borrower. Rate, terms and conditions are
subject to change without notice. Loans are subject to creditworthiness. This offer is subject to normal credit qualifications. Some additional restrictions may apply. Speak with a loan officer for complete details. Offer valid until 10/31/2018.

Fraud Alert Texts
Worried about fraud on your card? You don’t
have to worry anymore! With real-time fraud
alerts a text message will be sent to your mobile phone when there is a suspicious transaction identified on your credit card. Simply
reply to confirm whether or not you recognize the transaction(s). If you don’t recognize
it, your credit card will be shut down for further use. If you do recognize it you can remain using your card. Visit our website to
find out how to register.

Choice Rewards FAQs
1. Do members have to apply for a rewards card if they have a
classic card?
Yes to qualify for a rewards card a member must have a beacon
over 660 and DTI under 41%
2. How many points do members earn?
1% cash back ($1 spent = 1 point, 100 points= $1.00)
3. Do points expire?
Points are available for redemption for up to 4 years. Points will
expire the following January.
4. Can points be redeemed for cash?
Yes, points can be redeemed for a transfer to your account or
statement credit.
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Budget to Save
Many people have wondered if making a budget is really all that important. The definite answer is
yes, of course it is! Budgeting assures you that you will always have enough money for the things
that you need. Here are some good habits to develop, to start saving money and making sure you
have enough money for all of those bills.


Save your money first rather than saving whatever is left over. If you put a chunk of money into a
savings, you are less likely to take it out and spend it.



Build an emergency fund– make sure you always have enough money in an emergency to pay for
unexpected things



Put money into envelopes– when you’re saving for multiple things organizing the money into separate envelopes is a big help.

Teach Them While They’re Young
It’s not always easy to get kids excited about saving. Here are some fun ideas
that can help them learn while they save!

1. Make a Goal Chart: If your kids have something they want to buy, make a
chart to make it fun! Make a hollow picture of what they want to save for,
divide the picture in dollar increments and then color in the sections as they
save the money. Then when the picture is all colored in they can buy it!

2. Match the Savings Contributions: For older kids, make it like the 401k
match. Tell them that for every dollar they save you will add to the savings as
well!
3. Play Games: Play games like Monopoly and Life, that
use money to win the game. This can help teach them
the value of money and how to keep track of it and use
it wisely!
4. Let them Make Mistakes: As hard as it can be, sometimes the best thing to do is let them waste their money on a small trinket that you know they’ll regret. It can
teach them patience and the value that money really
has.
And as always, don’t be afraid to use Minnesota Valley
Federal Credit Union as a resource for ideas and help
teaching your kids!
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Cyber Security

Online Banking

When dealing with cybercrime, an
ounce of prevention is truly worth
a pound of cure. Cybercrime in its
many forms can, at best, wreak
havoc in victims’ lives. At worst,
cybercrime can lead to financial
ruin and potentially threaten a victim’s reputation and personal safety. It’s always wise to do as much
as possible to prevent cybercrime.
But, despite our best efforts, our
increasingly digital lives may put us
in harm’s way. The fact remains
that the bad guys continue to find
new uses for ever-expanding – but
easily accessible – online technologies to steal, harass, and commit
all sorts of crime. If cybercrime
happens to you, you should know
what to do and be able to respond
quickly. You can find this article
and
other
like
it
at
staysafeonline.org

Our online banking offers 24/7
access to your account, so you
can check your balance even
when the Credit Union is not
open. Schedule transfers so that
you save money automatically
every time you get paid. Track
your spending so that you don’t
over shop at the mall. Our mobile app offers touch ID access
so you can see your accounts as
easy as tapping your finger.
Can’t make it to our offices? The
mobile app offers mobile deposits. Deposit a check when you’re
on the go! Text banking allows
you to check your balance via
text message. Set it up on your
online banking and just text
“bal” to 454545. Send money to
anyone by using member to
member transfers or Popmoney
to anyone at another financial.

Fall Bucket List
Use this list to check off some fun activities for the family to do this fall.

 Visit a local pumpkin farm
 Visit an apple orchard
 Carve Pumpkins
 Make an Autumn wreath
 Host a Bonfire
 Bake an Autumn dessert
 Go
on a hike at Seven Mile
Creek
 Go to a haunted house.
 Take
a fall foliage drive on
Judson Bottom Road
 Watch a scary movie
 Go on a hayride
 Roast pumpkin seeds
 Go
to the Mankato Farmer’s
Market
 Take
pictures of beautiful fall
colors
 Read a good book
 Attend a MSU football game

Tell Your Family!
Did you know that your immediate family members are eligible to join MVFCU at any time? Give the gift of
credit union membership to your family all year long– the benefits of membership are innumerable.

•

MVFCU is owned by its members. This means you have a say in what happens here.

•

Because there are no shareholders, our volunteer Board of Directors is focused on the safety and
soundness of MVFCU. This translates into better overall product and service options for our members.

•

As a not-for-profit financial cooperative, we are more focused on providing expert advice and service, instead of focusing on our bottom line.

Members of your family will experience the same benefits of credit union membership you already enjoy.
They, too, will benefit from low rates on loans, high dividends on deposits, and exceptional member service.
A membership at MVFCU is the gift that keeps on giving. To set up accounts for your children or grandchildren today, give us a call at 507-387-3055.
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Mankato-Uptown Office

NOW AVAILABLE

1640 Adams Street

P.O. Box 4399
Mankato, MN 56002
Mankato-Downtown Office

Connect your MVFCU Debit, Credit or Rewards card with Google, Apple and
Samsung Pay to make purchases using your supported mobile phone.

100 Memorial View Court
P.O. Box 4399
Mankato, MN 56002
Lobby Hours
Monday - Friday
9:00AM-5:00PM
Saturday (Uptown Only)
8:00AM-12:00PM

Trunk or Treat
We are going to be having Trunk or Treat
in our parking lot the Saturday before
Halloween. There will be a photo booth
set up to take pictures of your spooky
costumes. Whoever posts a picture from
the photo booth on Facebook and tags
@MinnesotaValleyFederalCreditUnion
will be entered into a drawing to win a
$50 gift card! Winners will be announce
on Halloween in the afternoon.

Office: (507) 387-3055

Time: 12:30 P.M.—2:00 P.M.

Toll Free: (800) 247-0522

Where: MVFCU Parking Lot
1640 Adams Street

C) $10

C) Mark Zuckerberg

B) butchers

A.R.T. Toll Free:
(877) 886-9100

Email
D) $20

loan@mnvalleyfcu.coop

D) Oprah Winfrey

D) Jeff Bezos

3. What were the first banks?
A) Castles

A.R.T: (507) 387-3088

PIN Change:
(888) 891-2435

2. How is the richest person in the U.S.?
A) Bill Gates

Fax: (507) 387-5235

Lost/Stolen Card:
(800) 234-5354

??? TRIVIA ???

B) $5

Phone Numbers

When: Saturday October 27th

1. This bill has the shortest lifespan.
A) $1

Drive-up Hours
Monday - Thursday
7:30AM - 5:30PM
Friday
7:30AM - 6:00PM
Saturday
8:00AM-Noon

C) religious temples

D) black smiths

Make sure to check out October's Newsletter for the answers!
Answers from last month: 1. B) Baby Bond 2. C) 2.4 cents 3. A) 1 gram

Mission Statement
To exceed the expectations of our “member - owners” and become their most valued
and trusted financial institution, always in keeping with 4the cooperative principles.
Serving Counties of: Blue Earth, Nicollet, and Le Sueur

msa@mnvalleyfcu.coop
info@mnvalleyfcu.coop
www.mnvalleyfcu.coop
Deposits Federally insured
by NCUA up to $250,000

