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Mankato-Uptown Office 
1640 Adams Street 
P.O. Box 4399 
Mankato, MN 56001 
 

Mankato-Downtown Office 
100 Memorial View Court 
P.O. Box 4399 
Mankato, MN 56001 
 

Lobby Hours 
Monday - Friday: 9:00AM-5:00PM 
Saturday (Uptown): 8:00AM-12:00PM 
 

Drive-up Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 7:30AM - 5:30PM 
Friday: 7:30AM - 6:00PM 
Saturday: 8:00AM-Noon 
 

Phone Numbers 
Office: (507) 387-3055 
Toll Free: (800) 247-0522 
Fax: (507) 387-5235 
A.R.T: (507) 387-3088 
A.R.T. Toll Free: (877) 886-9100 
Lost/Stolen Card: (800)234-5354 
 

Email 
loan@mnvalleyfcu.coop 

msa@mnvalleyfcu.coop 
info@mnvalleyfcu.coop 
 

www.mnvalleyfcu.coop 

Serving Counties of:  
Blue Earth, Nicollet,  

and Le Sueur  

September 2012 

Shred Day On October 15 
Join us on Monday, October 15 from 11:00AM—1:00PM for a Member 
Shred Day. Jump start your fall cleaning by bringing your confidential 
documents to the credit union on 1640 Adams Street. This is a free service 
provided to our members (no cost up to 75lbs).  

Celebrating International Credit Union Day on October 18 
This year on October 18, 2012, credit unions in 100 countries will celebrate International 
Credit Union Day by banding together and appreciating their members. Stop by MVFCU to 
help us celebrate. We’ll have cookies, coffee, lemonade, popcorn, and door prizes in both 
offices from 9AM-5PM.  
 

As a credit union member, you belong to a global movement in which people help people. 
Worldwide, 196 million members experience the benefits of belonging to a financial coopera-
tive that believes in and is willing to fight for this year’s message: “Members Matter Most.” 
Credit unions exist to serve you, the member, not to increase the bottom line. A focus on su-
perb customer service and member satisfaction sets CUs apart from other financial institutions. 
As not-for-profit cooperatives, credit unions return their earnings to members in the form of 
higher interest on deposits, lower loan rates, and fewer fees.  
 

Irrespective of the amount you have on deposit with us, you are a member and an owner, 
with equal ownership and one vote. Members are never just numbers; your ownership em-
powers you and provides a voice.  

Mortgage Rates Continue To Fall… 
Save Money When You Refinance Your Existing First Mortgage  

 

If you’ve ever considered refinancing your 
home loan, and even wrapping in other 
debt, now may be the time as historically 
low rates persist. By locking in a better rate 
on your loan, you will likely reduce your 
monthly payment and save thousands of 
dollars in interest on the life of your mort-
gage. A lower interest rate also allows you 
to build equity in your home more quickly. 
 

The approval process to refinance is similar 
to the process of obtaining your original 
loan. Minnesota Valley FCU will consider 

your income and debt, credit score, and other factors affecting your financial situation. 
Your new interest rate will be based primarily on your down payment and credit score. 
When considering a refinance, you also want to understand your break-even point: 
Weigh the costs of refinancing against how much you’ll save each month to know when 
you will recoup costs over the length of your new loan.  
 

The decision to refinance your mortgage should reflect the best way to manage your 
debt. The loan professionals at Minnesota Valley FCU can help evaluate your financial 
situation and discuss your best options. Contact us today at 387-3055 to get started! 

Online Banking Tip 
Set up account alerts within online banking. They will notify you with real-time alerts when 
certain pre-configured conditions are met (i.e. your account balance is low). You can set 
up the account or transaction activity conditions and identify when you want the system 
to "tell you" the condition exists. You can receive free text message or email account alerts. 

Educational Seminar 
“FUNdamentals of Finance” 
 

Mark your calendars for the 
next open to the general public 
educational seminar which will 
be held on November 12, 2012 
at 6:00PM at the Best Western 
Conference Center in lower 
North Mankato (same location 
as our 2012 Annual Meeting). 
Learn how to plan, save, spend, 
and borrow money wisely. 
There will be a light supper, 
beverages, and door prizes!  
 



2012 Mid-Year Financial Highlights 

If you would like to see more financial  highlights, visit our website at  
www.mnvalleyfcu.coop/finan.htm. 
 

* Net income is before NCUA (federal government) re-capitalization assessment expenses.         K=thousand;   M=million 

NEW Monthly Survey! 

       
1. What do you think the biggest 
difference is between a credit union 
and a bank? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Would you recommend MVFCU 
to your friends and family? 

Yes    No 
              
3. Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank-You 

Mission Statement 
To exceed the expectations of our “member - owners” and become their most valued  
and trusted financial institution, always in keeping with the cooperative principles. 

1. Take This Survey     2.Cut It Out      
3. Mail To MVFCU or Take It Online 
    at www.mnvalleyfcu.coop. 

We want to reward member’s who read 
our newsletter and share ideas! To be 
registered to win, all you have to do is: 

Name 
 

Phone  Number 

July Survey Results!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Congratulations to John S and  
Melissa D (not pictured), the winners 
of the two $50 Visa Gift Cards in July. 

Thanks to all our members who sub-
mitted a survey response.  
  

Loan officer, Jim Jensen and Valued 
Member/$50 Visa Card Winner, John S. 

Putting Cash Flow On A Calendar 
Money management, as with so many things in life, often comes down to timing. If 
you find yourself short of cash when bills are due, take some steps to match your cash 
flow with the calendar. A credit union member tells us about her system: 
 

"I have an annual schedule of bills broken down into 12 months; each month is bro-
ken down by pay periods. We have one person paid every two weeks and the other 
paid twice a month, and this method helped me keep better track of what was due 
or coming due each pay period. I pay bills more often, but I use MVFCU’s online bill 
pay and schedule automatic reminders with auto pays. I perform ‘maintenance' on it 
once a month to make sure all expenses are covered and then review on paydays." 
 

The member created her system using Excel. She says, "We work on a very tight 
budget with less than $100 wiggle room each pay period. This helped tremendously. 
We found ourselves better able to live on our weekly allotted living expense." 
 

You don't have to use a spread sheet—you can use any online or paper calendar 
large enough to note the bills and paycheck amounts, or even a legal pad.  
 

Bill Hampel, senior vice president and research chief economist for the Credit Union 
National Association, Washington, D.C., says as many as two-thirds of consumers live 
paycheck to paycheck. You might benefit from being able to visualize your cash flow 
using some kind of calendar system. Your cash-flow calendar picks up where your 
check register and monthly statement leave off—they all work together.  

We Listen, 
Then Deliver. 

 June 30, 2012 Year End 2011 Year End 2010 Year End 2009 

Assets $88M $78M $73M $67M 

Loans $55M $49M $43M $42M 

Member Capital $7.2M $6.6M $5.8M $5.3M 

Net Income* $400K $840K $705K $630K 

Members 10,538 10,135 9,379 9,091 

Member Choice Account Package: 
NO Monthly Fee 
NO Minimum Balance 
FREE Access to Shazam ATM Network 
FREE Visa Debit Card with Fraud Protection 
FREE 24/7 Access to Automated Teller  
Free Online Banking and Account Alerts 
Overdraft Protection Available 
Award Winning Local Service 
Unlimited NCUA Deposit Insurance 
 

We Still Have Free Checking! 
If your other financial institution has started charging you a monthly checking account 
fee, come to Minnesota Valley FCU! We really do provide this vital service for free (for 
active accounts) and we don't charge for other services to make up for this great deal.   
 

 
 

Are you paying a monthly  
checking account fee? Stop!! 


